filled with original research, review material, and plenary lecture articles from journal-sponsored sessions at the Annual Meeting of the ASA. Many of these articles are already highly cited and have significantly influenced clinical practice and fundamental research.
Journal involvement in scientific meetings can also be good for the meetings themselves because they bring together international experts on important clinical topics while at the same time highlighting current research on those topics presented at the meeting. Audience attendance and participation at recent journal-sponsored sessions at the ASA have been outstanding, reflecting the importance of the topics and the amount of active research in the areas chosen. Topics are highlighted which are important to clinicians and scientists, including recent journal-sponsored sessions on anesthesia and the developing brain, the role of simulation in education, obstructive sleep apnea, and biomarkers in anesthesiology. The topic of the journal-sponsored session at this year's JSA and ASA meetings, "Outcomes Beyond the OR," is essential to the growth of our specialty in the medical community and is further discussed in the Special Announcement by Sessler and Ozaki in this issue. 3 We anticipate that a large part of the April 2011 issue of the journal will be devoted to this broad and central topic to the vigor or research in our specialty.
But why the JSA? From the journal's perspective, we already receive a large number of high-quality submissions and publish a large number of articles from Japanese research in perioperative, critical care, and pain medicine. Despite a relative shortage of physicians and considerable shortage of anesthesiologists in many areas of Japan, research productivity remains high in quality.
JSA has a membership of more than 10,000. Qualified anesthesiologists account for 7,000 in JSA, and their spheres of activity include anesthetic management (70%), pain medicine (15%), intensive care (10%), and emergency medicine (3%). Recently, palliative medicine has also become an important field that quite a few anesthesiologists are involved in. The Annual Meeting of JSA this year received submission of 1,320 free abstracts and has accepted 1,002 abstracts. They consist of clinical and laboratory investigations, with a small number of case reports accepted. Twenty-six symposia will be held in the meeting. As one of them, the JSA-ANESTHESIOLOGY Symposium invited ap-Accepted for publication March 15, 2010. The authors are not supported by, nor maintain any financial interest in, any commercial activity that may be associated with the topic of this article.
plications from JSA members, and four abstracts have been selected for presentation. 3 ANESTHESIOLOGY is one of the most important journals in which JSA members are eager to publish their original research. Thus, this symposium will stimulate the research mind of JSA members and lead to more scientific submissions to ANESTHESIOLOGY. This effect is favorable for JSA, because it intensifies the academic activity of the members.
JSA publishes the Journal of Anesthesia bimonthly. Because an impact factor is expected to be assigned this year, the number of submissions is increasing rapidly, resulting in a decrease in the acceptance rate below 40%. As the Journal of Anesthesia grows, we can learn much from the strategy of ANESTHESIOLOGY to increase its scientific stature to become one of the major journals in our specialty. Thus, this symposium is profitable to JSA also from this viewpoint.
ANESTHESIOLOGY plans to continue to participate in important international meetings of anesthesiologists, such as the ASA and the JSA, relying largely on voluntary contribu-tions of time of members of our Editorial and Associate Editorial Board members. We hope that you will agree, whether you attend these sessions or read the synopses of the abstracts 3 or the full-length articles, that the science is truly amazing. 
